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The Easter 
Season has 
arrived and 
what a joy 
this time 
brings. While 
our Lenten 
journey drew 
us into deep 

reflection and repentance for the 
ways we turn from loving God and 
our neighbors, the Easter Season 
provides an opportunity for each of 
us to give thanks for the abundance 
of God’s mercy poured out for all 
creation.

In so many small yet genuinely 
meaningful ways God continues to 
be present with us throughout the 
variety of moments in our lives. 
As we walk through our days this 
spring it is easy to notice the ways 
creation is springing back to life. 
Be that from the sounds of the 
birds singing their songs, the green 

grass growing in our yards, and 
even flowers coming to bloom. It 
can also be hard at times to fully 
recognize the ways in which God is 
pouring life into ourselves. Familiar 
patterns and usual routines can 
leave one wondering if meaningful 
change can be part of the abundant 
life God provides.

Though I’ve often heard it said, 
“people are creatures of habit,” 
I can’t help but wonder if that 
thinking can also be used as 
an excuse to continue the less-
than-helpful habits we form. The 
mercy that God pours out on us 
is so very much more than just a 
habit—it truly is extraordinary.vIt’s 
extraordinary because in Christ our 
Lord we received a promise that 
there is nothing that could ever 
separate us from the love of God. 
Not even death. And if the love of 
God is so abundant, so merciful, 
so extraordinary that it could bring 

Jesus from the dead, just imagine 
the ways God is using that same 
love right now.

We know from the letters of St. 
Paul that we are the living body of 
Christ in this world. We know that 
our Lord has claimed us, calls to us, 
and sends us out to be the hands 
and voice of that same love.

Sisters and brothers, siblings 
in Christ, we are part of the story 
of how God is pouring out grace, 
mercy, and love in this world. This 
is truly something to rejoice and 
give thanks about, and it is in the 
sharing of this good news that 
the same grace, mercy, and love 
continues to grow.

Know that you are loved this day 
and that everyday God rises us all 
up to share this great gift. Amen.
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PASTOR’S POINTS

Springing back to life

SUNDAY SCHOOL 2022-23 PLANNING MEETING
SUNDAY MAY 15, 10:45 AM 

You are invited to attend a Sunday School planning  meeting on Sunday May 15 at 10:45 am in Luther Chapel.  
We will be discussing a plan for the 2022-23 Sunday School program. I am sure there are members with  

expertise in this area that would be good to hear from. I  hope to see you there. 
-Dave Geil, Countil President
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FAITH FORMATION 2022
PREK  THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL  Our Preschool 
(3)-2nd grade and 3rd-6th grade Sunday school classes 
meet from 10:45 am (or after 9:30 am worship) until 
11:30 am. Jr. and Sr. high youth meet at the same time 
in the youth room.
MAY 1—All Sunday school ages is building a picnic 
table
MAY 8—Mother’s Day craft, Mom’s and women’s 
appreciation fellowship time (practice singing on May 
8th for 10 minutes right after worship)
MAY 15—Sunday school children sing special music 
during worship on Sunday, NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNTIL SEPTEMBER 

CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRY PICNIC 
TABLE

Thanks to a generous donation, our children, youth, 
and families are building and decorating a picnic table 
for the church lawn.  We’ll be assembling the table 
during Sunday school time on May 1, and painting the 
table soon, so stay tuned to find out when. We also 
need help from parents. The table will be located on 
the north lawn for all to use. Thank you to our special 
donor who provided materials for this project! 

TRI-CHURCH CONFIRMATION
Class is meeting 7-8:30pm at St. John’s. The last 

class for the year is Wednesday, May 11—PIZZA, final 
review, and fun! Immense thanks to our confirmation 
class and all the youth and adults who led online 
worship through dramatic presentation of the Passion 
according to Luke, music and artwork. 

TRI CHURCH SKATE PARTY
You are most welcome to join the people of Immanuel, 
St. John’s & St. Paul for a time of fellowship and faith-
filled fun at a private skate party! We have the White 
Pines Skating Rink reserved from 11 a.m. to 12:30 pm 
on Sunday, May 22. Cost: $7 per person.  White Pines is 
located at 6929 West Pines Road, Mount Morris, across 
from the entrance to White Pines Forest State Park. 
People of all ages are welcome to join our Tri Church 
Skate Party! No need to sign up at church… just show 
up at the rink.

SAUK VALLEY UNITE CAMP 2022
UNITE is June 22-25!  Registration and homeowner 

applications are now closed.  Unite 2022 will be an 
overnight event with evening activities each night. 
Housing and camp location is at Bethel Reformed 
Church in Sterling. We will be painting 3 or more 
homes in Sterling and Rock Falls. We kick off this 
year’s service event on Wednesday, June 22 at Bethel 
Reformed Church in Sterling with worship led by Dan 
Scharnhorst and Pete 
Smith. Dan and Pete will 
be with us throughout the 
week leading worship, 
sharing stories and 
hanging out with us. 
Painting days will be June 
23-25.  Please stay tuned 
to announcements for 
further details including 
the official schedule.

We will be in need of snacks at the worksites again 
this year. Also, we have need for adult volunteers in 
a variety of ways (painters, snack providers, evening 
chaperones…). Adults, please speak with Gerad or 
Pastor Jacob if you can help and how. And, if you’d 
like to support UNITE but you’re not sure how, please 
email saukvalleyunite@gmail.com.
The theme for 2022 UNITE is reNEW - Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here! (2 Cor 5:17, NIV) 

Youth & Family Ministries news
BRANCHES BRIEFS

Dan & Pete, 2022 UNITE speakers and musicians
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TRI-CHURCH 
HIGH SCHOOL 
SUMMER TRIP

7th-12th Graders—make plans to 
join us for COURAGEOUS! We go 
courageously for God is with us! 
(Joshua 1:9). We will be stepping 
out of our comfort zones and 
adventuring with God and each 
other on this 53 hour extravaganza! 
We will leave at noon on July 24 
and head to Des Moines to worship 
at Lutheran Church of Hope. After 
supper we’ll head to Altoona and 
stay at an area hotel. Following 
first Word, we will head to 
Adventureland. On Tuesday we will 
spend some time in Iowa City as we 
make our way back home. Group 
building games and Bible study 
will be woven throughout our time 
together. Those who sign up for the 
trip will help finalize the itinerary. 
Cost: $50, plus 5 meals. To sign up, 
submit your $25 deposit by May 
22nd to Gerad. 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING
The children’s offering for 

the month of May will support 
the United Way’s Let’s Feed Our 

Children.  The free summer lunch 
program kicks off the first week of 
June. Thank you for sharing in the 
ministry of giving 

CELEBRATING 
GRADUATES

High school seniors, promoting 
8th grade students and post-high 
school ’22 grads, we are celebrating 
all grads this month and in June! 
Please let the church office know 
by Wednesday, May 4th if you/
your student is graduating, being 
promoted, receiving a certificate, or 
approaching a new life milestone.  
We look forward to celebrating and 
honoring you! The church office 
will be contacting all grads with 
more details. 

HONORING MOTHERS 
& ALL WOMEN

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 
8th. Moms and all women, we 
have a special gift for you at 
worship that day. Also, all ladies 
are welcome to yummy treats and 
beverages immediately following 
worship. While ladies are enjoying 
refreshments, men and children 

and youth will be making mother’s 
day cards and a gift for moms. 

PALM SUNDAY
BREAKFAST

Thank you to all who participated 
in the St. John’s Palm Sunday 
breakfast.  The free will offering 
received totaled $313 which will 
go toward future youth ministry 
events. Thanks be to God for our 
young people and for our youth 
ministries. 

EASTER EGG HUNT
Thank you to all who donated 

candy and goodies to fill Easter 
eggs. Thank you to the teens and 
parents who helped with the Easter 
egg hunt on Easter Sunday! 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
A special meeting of the congregation has been scheduled for Sunday, May 22, 2022, for the sole purpose of 

voting to amend the bylaw defining the date of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. The Congregation 
Council and the Northern Illinois Synod have approved this change, which enables us to bring it before the 
congregation. The rationale for making this change has been a discussion item for some time. Designating 
the last Sunday in October as the date of the annual meeting will allow us to begin each fiscal year with 
an approved budget. The October date is also prior to the time that some of our voting members leave for 
a warmer climate, allowing them to be part of this process. The two months of lead time before the new 
Congregation Council members assume their positions on the council will allow them to become familiar 
with their responsibilities and expectations as council members prior to being installed. Please plan on 
attending this important meeting of the congregation. A quorum will be needed for voting to take place.

The current language is: C10.01.01. The annual meeting of the congregation shall be held on the fourth 
Sunday of January each year. Notice of the meeting shall be published according to Chapter 10 of the 
Constitution.

Our proposed language is: C10.01.01. The regular meeting of this congregation, designated as the annual 
meeting, shall be held on the last Sunday in the month of October each year. Notice of this meeting shall be 
published according to Chapter 10 of this constitution.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

*Indicates 80-plus-year birthdays and 50-plus-year anniversaries.

1
• Brad Eakle & Nel Prince
• Arthur & Dorothy Frey
• Dana Goff
• Rick & Christine Rucker

2
• Jon Byar

3
• Evan & Mindy Karrow

5
• Landon Murphy

6
• L. Leroy & Joyce Baer

7
• Alivia Heald
• Orrie & Sonya Peterson
• Kevin Schmitt

9
• Teresa Gierhart
• Curtis Peterson
• Ashley Schmitt

10
• Brynlee Wolfe

11
• Iris Allen
• Dan Eads
• Sharon Zinanni

12
• Betty Mapson*
• Ralph Oelrichs*

13
• Kiersten Bontz
• Paige Bontz
• Olivia Burgeson
• Lisa Hartz
• Braden Karrow
• Jessica White

16
• Christoffer Breed
• Craig Wolber

18
• Steve Grevengoed
• Kimberly Heald

19
• Thomas Sheldon

20
• Nick Mapson
• Doug O’Connell
• Joshua Olson

21
• Elizabeth & John 
Hubbard

• Caitlynn Johnson
• Jeffry & Trudy Tupper
• Paul Wolfe

22
• Tom Leesman

23
• Becky Blevins
• Amy Dorathy
• Adrian Kibodeaux
• Michael Schmidt

25
• Marissa Razo
• Jarrett Vilmont

26
• Lauren Tupper

27
• Dan & Cynthia Bragg
• Linda Guerrero

28
• Boris Starkovs*

29
• Rick Clark
• Trevor Goodwin
• Eugene LeFevre
• Michelle Shipma

30
• Katherine Allen
• Edward Loos
• Pat Megli
• Kevin & Jamie Schmitt
• Rick & Sandra Westbo*

31
• Michael & Rhonda Miller
• Caitlyn Pink
• Allison Stewart
• Heather Wolf

SAYING THANKS
Thank you to St. John’s for the flowers and 

remembering me during Easter.
Sincerely, 
Margery Spooner

Thank you so much for the lovely flowers Nancy 
delivered on Thursday. Appreciate her coming out in 
all that wind! Wishing all of you and your families a 
Blessed Easter!

Love,
Jannet

The family of Marianne Hartshorn would like to 
extend our huge thank you to our St. John’s family. 
The support of our congregation has helped us to get 
through such a difficult time. Thank you to all that 
attended the visitation and the service. Dawn Zeigler 
for the beautiful music, all those that helped with the 
wonderful luncheon and Art Fry for helping welcome 
those attending Mom’s service. A very special thank 
you to Pastor Jacob for all the prayers and visits with 
Mom and to help our family cope with our sadness. We 
can not thank you all enough!
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

PASTOR’S REPORT
• A service for Beatrix Zientara was held on April 2, 
2022.

• The last Tri-Church Lenten service was held on 
April 6th. There was great feedback about the joint 
services. The messages, music and prayer was so 
meaningful.

• Palm Sunday breakfast went very well. Good feedback 
and participation. Dave Geil thanked the Pastor for 
the extra time and help that he and Michelle did to 
make the breakfast a success.

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

TREASURER: As of March 31, 2022:
• Total General accounts-01 ......................... $17,925.69
• Total Endowment accounts-04 .................$211,252.42
• Total Memorial Bank account-03 ............... $30,189.49
• Total current assets  ................................$259,367.60
• Total General Fund Liabilities  ....................$7,600.89
• General checking account  ..........................$2,811.98

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE COMMITTEE: 30 vases of 
flowers were delivered to shut-ins on Thursday 4/14/22.

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES: A survey was 
mailed out about the event in place of the National 
Youth Gathering. Tri-Church Youth Gathering event 
will be July 24-26. TBA of where.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: The committee will be 
meeting to discuss the bids for sealing the parking lot 
and to repair some windows.

CHRISTIAN ED COMMITTEE: 
• Personnel Committee is set to speak to Dawn Zigler 
for service music.

• Michelle Gawlik is going through the curriculum that 
we already have on hand for possible future use.

• Tri-Church will continue to take care of the 
confirmation classes.

• Sunday School planning meeting will be set after 
current Sunday School year is finished. Tentatively 
May 15, 2022.

• Michelle Gawlik and Mont have been cleaning up the 
Sunday School craft room. The council thanks both of 
them for this tedious task. 

OLD BUSINESS
• Covid-19 guideline updates: Following the CDC 
guidelines. Mask mandate has been lifted.

• Website update: New website will be made available 
in May or June. Be on the look out for a new website 
look!

• Annual meeting date change: The Synod has 
approved of the request for the congregation to vote 
for a change of date for St. John’s annual meeting. 
There will be a Congregational special meeting on 
May 22, 2022 for this discussion and vote.

 
NEW BUSINESS
• Committee descriptions: Council will review each 
Committee

• Chapter 13-moved to next month meeting

Going for a walk of any duration 
or speed beats doing no exercise 
at all for your physical and mental 
health, and adding bursts of speed 
on your stroll appears to bring even 
more benefits. In a study published 
in a recent issue of “Mayo Clinic 
Proceedings,” researchers found 
that older adults who mix fast-
paced walking surges into their 
regular walking pace—further 
elevating their heart rate—reduced 
their risk of lifestyle-related 
diseases such as heart disease, 

stroke, obesity and type 2 diabetes.
The study involved 679 people 

with a mean age of 65. They were 
tracked for five months on a 
program of walking four times a 
week, mixing in five or more sets 
of fast-paced walking surges daily, 
each at least three minutes long. 
Those who followed the program 
saw an overall improvement of 14% 
in their cardiovascular fitness from 
where they were at the start of the 
study and an overall 17% decrease 
in their risk of lifestyle-related 

diseases. The more time spent 
walking at a faster pace increased 
the health benefits, but after 50 
minutes of faster walking a week, 
those benefits leveled off.

Mayo Clinic experts say that the 
study adds evidence and detail 
about the benefits of regular 
walking, which even for brief 
stretches brings significant health 
benefits.

From the Mayo Clinic Health 
Letter. Submitted by Nancy 
Rasmussen, Parish Nurse.

Walk in the fast lane for improved health
NURSE NOTES
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WHO’S WHO AT ST. JOHN’S

PARISH REGISTER

PURPOSE STATEMENT
The purpose of St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is to continue 
discovering God’s will for us in His 
kingdom through prayer, Bible study and 
building relationships.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
1. Jesus is our Lord and Savior.
2. We make prayer, Bible study and dialog 
the center of our decision making.
3. We are willing to change as we 
discover God’s mission for us.
4. We invite everyone. Jesus said, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” ~ Matthew 28: 19a
5. We recognize and give thanks for our 
blessings.
6. We act for the discovery and fulfillment 
of God’s mission.

COUNCIL AFFIRMATION 
STATEMENT
The Council affirms that ministry is a 
core tenant of our Mission and that 
established ministries will continue 
and the opportunity for expanding into 
additional ministries will be evaluated 
when presented. The Council fully 
understands the complex nature of 
ministry, but as long as God’s people are 
willing to engage in good works, we will 
do everything in our power to support 
those ministries.

DEATHS
• None
WEDDINGS
• None
BAPTISMS
• None
MEMBERS RECEIVED
• None 
MEMBERS REMOVED/TRANSFERRED
• None
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
• None
STAFF BIRTHDAYS
• Dawn Zeigler 5/15

PERSONNEL
Rev. Jacob Gawlik, Senior Pastor

Rev. Leo Patterson, On Call/Visitation Pastor 
Gerad Von Holten, Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
Daudi & Kellen Msseemmaa, Missionaries to East Africa

Dawn Zeigler, Minister of Music & Bell Choir Director
Julie McCord, Praise Sunday Director

Nina Peters, Office Manager
Andrew Stutzke, Systems Administrator

Kyle Morgan, Technical Director
Mont Cessna, Facility Maintenance
Stahr Media, Newsletter & Website

Nancy Rasmussen, Parish Nurse
Jan Klocke, council rep to Tri-Church 

CONG. COUNCIL
• Dave Geil, 
president*

• Denise Norman, 
vice president*

• Kandra Cook, 
secretary*

• Teri Holldorf, 
treasurer*

• Jan Klocke
• John Lichner
• Chrissy Murphy
• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Shawn Wolfe
*Exec Committee 
member

CHRISTIAN ED
• Tammy Doughty
• Brian Luebke
• Chrissy Murphy

CONG. LIFE
• Denise Norman, 
chair

• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Michelle Gawlik
• Nancy Rasmussen
• Pat Redfield

ENDOWMENT
• Mike Doughty, 
chair

• Art Frey
• John Lichner
• Rhonda Stutzke
• Shawn Wolfe

FINANCE
• Teri Holldorf, chair
• Nancy Breed
• Druann Bushman
• Mike Doughty
• John Lichner

FUNERAL
• Dave Geil, chair
• Linda Geil, chair
• Druann Bushman, 
chair

MEMORIAL
• Dave Geil, chair
• Rev. Jacob Gawlik
• Brian Luebke
• Nancy Rasmussen
• Jannet Taylor

PERSONNEL
• Denise Norman, 
chair

• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Rev. Jacob Gawlik
• Dave Geil

PROPERTY
• Dave Geil, chair
• Art Frey 
• Tom Leesman
• Ken Smith 

SOCIAL MINISTRY
• Vacant
 
STEWARDSHIP
• Jan Klocke, chair
• Nancy Rasmussen

WORSHIP ARTS 
• Dawn Zeigler, 
chair

• Denise Carl
• Shawn Wolfe

WORSHIP TECH
• Anita Carl
• Dan Eads
• Charlene O’Connell
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SJLC Activities ~ May ’22
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1
FISH collection
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Alena T.
Assistant: Denise Carl
10:45-Sunday School
10:45-Youth Group

2 3 4
6:00-Worship
7:00-Confirmation

5
7:00-Al-Anon

6 7

8
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Jason M.
Assistant: Chris Rucker
10:45-Sunday School (last 

day)
10:45-Youth Group

9
7:00-Finance 

Committee mtg

10 11
6:00-Worship
7:00-Confirmation 

(last class)

12
4:15-Exec mtg
7:00-Al-Anon

13 14
9:30-Prayer Shawl 

Coffee Hour

15
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Brynna C.
Assistant: Jeff Fisher
10:45-Sunday School 

Teacher Reorganization 
22/23 school year

16 17
6:00-Council mtg

18
Newsletter due
1:30-Parkway 

communion
2:30-Heritage 

Woods communion
3:30-Morningside 

communion
6:00-Worship

19
2:30-Allure 

of Sterling 
communion

3:30-Citadel 
communion

7:00-Al-Anon

20 21

22
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Ryan M.
Assistant: Shawn Wolfe
10:45-Special Cong. mtg.

23 24
6:30-NAMI group

25
6:00-Worship

26
9:00-Newsletter 

assembly
7:00-Al-Anon

27 28
1:00-Rucker Facility 

Use (Chapel & 
Kitchenette)

29
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Alicia L.
Assistant: Mike Doughty

30
Church Office Closed

31

May Open/Close: 
Chrissy Murphy

RED GERANIUMS WANTED! St. John’s Lutheran Church has a loving 
tradition of adorning our altar area with living geraniums for Pentecost, which 
this year is Sunday, June 5th. You are invited to participate in this ministry to 
beautify our sanctuary! Geraniums may be ordered in honor of or in memory of 
a loved one or a special event.  The plants cost $5 each. Orders must be received 
by Sunday, May 29th. Your gift will be acknowledged in our Pentecost Sunday 
bulletin on June 5th, and geraniums will be planted outside after Pentecost.  

ORDER INFORMATION

_____(#) Geraniums at $5 per plant  _____ Will purchase own and bring to church on Friday, June 3rd.
All geraniums should be red. Please return this slip to the church office  

whether you plan to purchase with the group or on your own.

BULLETIN INFORMATION
From

____________________________________________

In honor of (living person(s) or special occasion)

____________________________________________

In memory of (deceased person(s))

____________________________________________

As a gift:

_____________________________________________
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The Messenger is a monthly publication 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church, a church 
of the Northern Illinois Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Join us for worship at 9:30am Sundays 
and 6:00pm Wednesdays. 

If you would prefer to receive The 
Messenger via email, contact the church 
office at office@stjohnsonthird.org.

The eMessengerThe eMessenger
Help us go green by signing up for

Sign up today at groups.google.com.
Search for St. John’s E-Messenger and click “Join group.”

Questions? Email messenger@stjohnsonthird.org.

ST. JOHN’S NEWSLETTER IN FULL COLOR DELIVERED 
STRAIGHT TO YOUR EMAIL INBOX EACH MONTH!
• Saves on expensive paper, ink and postage
• Always delivered before the first of the month


