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For several years St. John’s has 
maintained a tradition of the 
Christmas Eve Barn service. I 
must say this has been a great joy 
of mine as well seeing folks from 
all around the country come out 
for worship and prayer as we 
gather to celebrate the birth of 
our Lord.

Unfortunately, as we are all aware the Barn 
Service was unable to happen the past two years 
because of a combination of factors including the 
pandemic and health issues. This year the Barn 
Service is back on and in an exciting new way.

With Howard’s blessing we will gather at a new 
site for this year’s Barn Service. Joan Harms, a dear 
friend of Howard’s, has extended an invitation for 
us to use her Copper Bit Ranch for this year’s Barn 
Service. We will be able to have use of parking at 
Wahl Clipper and bussing provided by Self Help.

In order to make this year’s Barn Service as 
successful as those in the past, I’ll need some help. 
I’m looking for volunteers who can assist in the 
setup for the service. We’ll need to arrange seating 
and ready the space for the service. We’ll also need 
to make sure we get the word out. So, be sure to tell 

family and friends that on Christmas Eve you’ll be 
going to service in the stables at the barn.

If you would like to help with setup and 
preparations for the service, please let me know. 
Feel free to call, text, or email me.

God’s peace to all of you and a very merry 
Christmas,

DECEMBER 2022
Branches News Briefs ............................2
Reporting Spam Texts ............................2
Self Help Christmas Gifts ......................3
Nurse Notes..............................................3

Birthdays & Anniversaries ......................4
Council Highlights ...................................5
Saying Thanks..........................................5
About St. John’s .......................................6

Parish Register .........................................6
November Calendar & Events ...............7
Poinsettia Order Form ............................7
Christmas Eve Services .................. Back

PASTOR’S POINTS

A Christmas tradition returns in a new way
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Youth & Family Ministries news
BRANCHES BRIEFS

WISCONSIN DELLS 
YOUTH QUAKE

The early bird registration for 
the Wisconsin Dells Youth Quake 
has ended. However, there is still 
time to register 
for the Quake 
at the standard 
registration rate 
if there are 6th – 
12th grade youth 
who would like 
to attend.

The Wisconsin 
Dells Youth 
Quake at the 
Wilderness 
Territory Resort 
is February 
10th – 12th. Dan 
Scharnhorst, who was the speaker 
at UNITE this past summer, is 
the speaker for the Dells Quake. 
Echelon will also be providing 
music throughout the weekend.

Based on the information 

from Life Promotions the actual 
cost for this event per youth is 
approximately $250 depending on 
how many hotel rooms we need for 
our youth to attend. If you register 
by December 15th, the standard 

registration 
price per youth 
is $120 with the 
rest of the funds 
coming from 
the St. John’s 
Youth Ministry 
Account. During 
the Quake, each 
youth will be 
responsible 
for purchasing 
their own meals 
throughout 

the weekend. If you would like to 
participate in this opportunity and 
are in financial need, please speak 
with Pastor Jacob privately. If you 
would like to go to the Dells Quake, 
we will find a way to get you there. 
Like with the early bird registration, 

fees will increase after December 
15th. All 6th – 12th grade youth 
and adult chaperones are invited 
to participate. A $40 deposit is due 
on December 15th to secure your 
spot. The remaining balance of $80 
will be due by January 30, 2023. 
Youth are encouraged to invite their 
friends!

If you have any questions about 
the Dells Quake or would like to 
know more, please feel free to call/
text or email me.

JR/SR HIGH SUNDAY 
SCHOOL CLASS 
SCHEDULE AND 
EVENTS
• December 4: Advent study/ 

Christmas program practice
• December 11: Advent study/ 

Christmas program practice
• December 18: Christmas 

Program/ Party
• December 25: Christmas Day 

(no class)

With the Holidays around the corner please be mindful 
that unwanted messages are on the rise. Often these 
messages may look like they are from someone you know 
but are really a scam looking for personal information. If 
you get an unwanted text message, do not respond to the 
message. Instead, there are three ways to report it:
• Copy the message and forward it to 7726 (SPAM). This 

helps your wireless provider spot and block similar 
messages in the future.

• Report it on the messaging app you use. Look for the 
option to report junk or spam. 
- For an iPhone see https://support.apple.com/en-us/
HT201229 
- For an Android phone see https://support.google.com/
messages/answer/9061432?hl=en

• Report it to the FTC at ReportFraud.ftc.gov.

HOW TO REPORT SPAM 
TEXT MESSAGES



December 2022 • Page 3

With time, skin shows signs of aging. Wrinkles and 
sun spots are common as the results of exposure to 
sunlight, which breaks down the tissues (collagen and 
elastin) that give skin its elasticity and strength.

 A number of steps can help you fight against these 
age-related skin changes, including drinking an 
adequate amount of water each day, taking steps to 
protect yourself from the sun and not smoking. In 
addition, certain products can help skin resist age-
related changes. A few tips for choosing skin care 
products:
• Look for key active ingredients- Only a few 

ingredients have been shown to diminish wrinkles. 
Retinol (vitamin A) and its derivatives have many 
positive effects, including increasing collagen 
and decreasing pigmentation. Alpha hydroxy 
acids, such as glycolic acid and lactic acid, help 
remove the upper layer of dead skin and stimulate 
growth of smooth, evenly pigmented skin. Keep 

in mind that nonprescription creams have lower 
concentrations of active ingredients than do 
prescription products.

• Consider antioxidants- A morning application of a 
product containing an antioxidant such as vitamin 
C may provide some protection.

• Look for built-in sunscreen - Choose products 
with a sun protection factor (SPF)  of at least 30. 
Also, use broad spectrum products that block both 
UVA and UVB rays. Water-resistant products are 
preferred, especially if you may perspire. When 
using a seperate sunscreen, remember to apply 
it generously and reapply it every 2 hours - more 
often if swimming or perspiring.

• Use moisturizers - Moisturizers can't prevent 
wrinkles, but they trap water in the skin, 
temporarily masking tiny lines and creases.

From the Mayo Clinic Health Letter. Submitted by 
Nancy Rasmussen, Parish Nurse.

At-home skin care
NURSE NOTES

Over the last few years 
we have had tremendous 
outpouring of support 
from the community 
for our Santa's Secret 
Workshop. The event was 
a huge success and our 
individuals had a great 
time shopping for as well 
as giving the gifts. Most 
of the individuals love the 
fact that they are able to 
give gifts, especially to 
people they were unable to 
give gifts to in the past.

Our individuals live on 
a very limited income 
and after their monthly 
expenses are subtracted 
from their income, they 
seldom have enough to 
think about Christmas 

gifts. We are again asking 
for donations for our 
Santa's Secret Workshop. 
A list of items that we are 
looking for (new or like 
new products) follows. If 
you would rather make a 
monetary donation for us 
to make purchases of items 
we might need, please 
make checks payable to 
Self Help Enterprises and 
mail to 2300 W. LeFevre 
Road, Sterling, IL 61081. 
Thank you in advance for 
any help you can provide.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR:
• Nail polish
• Posters
• Sports memorabilia
• Board games

• Coloring books
• Paints
• Manicure sets
• Scented lotions
• Movies (DVDs)
• Small tool kits
• Toys
• Fishing equipment 
(please no poles)

• Perfume and aftershave
• Gift bags (larger sizes)
• Camping equipment
• Scented candles
• Pet toys and treats
• Christmas collectibles
• Small gift baskets
• Lip gloss
• Small craft projects
• Playing cards
• Card games
• Puzzles (600 piece or less)
• Puzzle books

• Markers
• Crayons
• Pedicure sets
• Body wash
• Car care kits
• Socks (for men and 
women)

• Decorative mugs
• Hats
• Money
• Flashlights and batteries
• Microwave popcorn*
• Hot chocolate*
• Movie candy*
• Gloves and scarves
• Toothbrushes and 
toothpaste

• Blanket throws
• Activity books (for adults 
and children)

*Please check expiration 
dates on food items.

SELF HELP ENTERPRISES SEEKS DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

1
• Julienne Draper*
• Olivia Stanley

2
• Bradley and Sonia Davis
• Michelle McCormick

3
• Alexis Gomer
• Jeremiah Kramer
• Mark Smith

4
• Aleena Kester
• Katherine Reed
• Alec Stewart

5
• Pat Henson
• Brantley Judd
• Preston Kibodeaux
• Betty Steinke*

7
• Willa Lehman
• Shawn Wolfe

8
• Kellen O'Connell

9
• Patricia Douglas
• Terence Hicks
• Josh Stanley

10
• Ava Lehman

11
• Bethany Schmitt

12
• Debbie Jamieson

13
• Laura Barthel
• Jerry and Jackie McCormick
• Jerry Winger

15
• Aydan Goff
• Shawn Stallion
• Donna Siebert

17
• Christopher Sotelo

18
• Larry Cooper
• Marci Fisher
• Dorothy Frey*
• Martin Wade

19
• Jerry and Mary Lou Baker*
• Shawna Kester
• Logan White

20
• Tom and Nancy Breed

21
• Nancy Rasmussen
• Beverly Williamson*

22
• Holly Grim
• Kathleen Schmidt
• Alayna Wolfe

23
• Newell Cook
• Chance Perales

26
• Kirby Shipma

27
• Veronica Schmitt

28
• Steve and Amy Grevengoed
• Jackie McCormick

29
• Neil Anderson
• Jim and Marilyn Henry
• Brice Taylor

30
• Gay Elfline

31
• John and Myra Oelrichs

*Indicates 80-plus-year birthdays and 50-plus-year anniversaries.
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

PASTOR’S REPORT
• October 23, 2022 was the pumpkin 
carving event and the pumpkins 
were used to decorate the table for 
Trunk or Treat.

• Trunk or Treat was held for 
the second year. This year the 
event went extremely well with 
participation of over 200 last year 
and more than 300 this year. Pastor 
has had great feedback about this 
event. St. John’s Trunk or Treat event 
was advertised on the Township 
Event Page. Thank you to all those 
that helped with making this event a 
success.

• There was a great turnout for the 
Adam’s Rib All Saints breakfast. 
Great job!

• The Youth fundraiser has begun. 
They are selling boxes of meat from 
the Butcher Shop. The money raised 
will help offset expenses for several 
events. Orders and money need to 
be in by November 30th and pickup 
will be on Friday December 16th.

• LSSI Hope Chest wish list has been 
shopped for. 4 children ranging 
from 19 months to 16 years old 
have had their list fulfilled. LSSI 
is serving more families than ever 
before.

• Fall Youth Retreat is being held this 
coming weekend at LOMC. Bethel, 
St. John’s and Immanuel 6th through 
9th graders will be attending.

• Early Bird sign up for Youth Quake 
has ended. All 6th through 12th 
grade youth are able to attend. 
Youth Quake is February 10th-
12th and deposits can still be 
made through December 15th.  A 
deposit will be due of  $40.00 with 
a  remaining balance of $80 due by 
January 2, 2023.

• Practice for Christmas Sunday 
School program starts this Sunday 
November 20th. The children that 
are in the program are asked to be at 

Sunday School to practice from now 
until the program.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
TREASURER: 

• There were no transfers made for 
the month of October.

• Ending balance of checking account 
as of October 31, 2022 is $8,921.27

• A motion was made to approve the 
treasurer’s report as written. Motion 
approved.

OLD BUSINESS
• The account at Midland bank, the 
memorial account and safe deposit 
box have all been closed and moved 
to Sauk Valley Bank. 
 
NEW BUSINESS

• Salvation Army and Sterling 
Township are taking donations for 
Thanksgiving baskets. They will be 
giving food vouchers this year. A 
motion was made by Shawn Wolfe 
to gift from St’ John’s, $200 to each 
from the Thrivent account. Teri 
Holldorf second. Motion approved.

• Plans are in place for the Christmas 
Eve Barn Service held on December 
24th at 3:00p.m. This year it will be 
held at Tom and Joan Harm’s Copper 
Bit Ranch on Pilgrim Road, Sterling. 
Parking will be in the Wahl Clipper 
parking lot and those attending will 
be bused to the ranch by Self Help 
buses. More information will be 
forth coming. A huge thank you to 
the Harm’s family for the use of their 
Ranch for this community service.

• Discussion is ongoing for provisions 
for the online services for 2023.

• A motion was made to move the 
Congregation Council Meeting 
for December to December 13th. 
Executive Council will meet on 
December 6th. Motion approved.

A special "thank you" to those 
that donated cookies for the 
"Festival of Trees". It was greatly 
appreciated.

-Festival of Trees

SAYING THANKS

VOLUNTEER &  
DONATE

•	The	Loaves	&	Fishes	
Breakfast	Program at First 
United Methodist Church, 
Sterling, is in need of 
donations and volunteers. 
Checks can be 
made out to 
Loaves & Fishes 
and mailed to 
First United 
Methodist 
Church, 501 Broadway Ave., 
Sterling, IL 61081. Sign up 
to serve meals by calling 
Lois Heerdt at (815) 626-
4773 or Paul Gould at (815) 
499-2041. 
•	The	PADS	shelter has 
transitioned to year-round 
access and volunteers 
are needed. Contact 
Administrative Director 
Myles Newberry at (815) 
626-2210 or mylesnewberry.
PADS@gmail.com.
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WHO’S WHO AT ST. JOHN’S

PARISH REGISTER

PURPOSE STATEMENT
The purpose of St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church is to continue 
discovering God’s will for us in His 
kingdom through prayer, Bible study and 
building relationships.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
1. Jesus is our Lord and Savior.
2. We make prayer, Bible study and dialog 
the center of our decision making.
3. We are willing to change as we 
discover God’s mission for us.
4. We invite everyone. Jesus said, “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations.” ~ Matthew 28: 19a
5. We recognize and give thanks for our 
blessings.
6. We act for the discovery and fulfillment 
of God’s mission.

COUNCIL AFFIRMATION 
STATEMENT
The Council affirms that ministry is a 
core tenant of our Mission and that 
established ministries will continue 
and the opportunity for expanding into 
additional ministries will be evaluated 
when presented. The Council fully 
understands the complex nature of 
ministry, but as long as God’s people are 
willing to engage in good works, we will 
do everything in our power to support 
those ministries.

DEATHS
• JoAnne Hall, 11/15
WEDDINGS
• None
BAPTISMS
• None
MEMBERS RECEIVED
• Larry Kradle, 11/1 
MEMBERS REMOVED/TRANSFERRED
• None
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
• None
STAFF BIRTHDAYS
• None

PERSONNEL
Rev. Jacob Gawlik, Senior Pastor

Rev. Leo Patterson, On Call/Visitation Pastor 
Daudi & Kellen Msseemmaa, Missionaries to East Africa

Dawn Zeigler, Minister of Music & Bell Choir Director
Nina Peters, Office Manager

Andrew Stutzke, Systems Administrator
Kyle Morgan, Technical Director

Mont Cessna, Facility Maintenance
Stahr Media, Newsletter & Website

Nancy Rasmussen, Parish Nurse
Jan Klocke, council rep to Tri-Church 

CONG. COUNCIL
• Dave Geil, 
president*

• Denise Norman, 
vice president*

• Kandra Cook, 
secretary*

• Teri Holldorf, 
treasurer*

• Jan Klocke
• John Lichner
• Chrissy Murphy
• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Shawn Wolfe
*Exec Committee 
member

CHRISTIAN ED
• Michelle Gawlik
• Chrissy Murphy
• Jan Klocke
• Denise Carl
• Mont Cessna

STEWARDSHIP
• Jan Klocke, chair
• Nancy Rasmussen

PERSONNEL
• Denise Norman, 
chair

• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Rev. Jacob Gawlik
• Dave Geil

FINANCE
• Teri Holldorf, chair
• Nancy Breed
• Druann Bushman
• Mike Doughty
• John Lichner

FUNERAL
• Dave Geil, chair
• Linda Geil, chair
• Druann Bushman, 
chair

MEMORIAL
• Dave Geil, chair
• Rev. Jacob Gawlik
• Brian Luebke
• Nancy Rasmussen
• Jannet Taylor

PROPERTY
• Dave Geil, chair
• Art Frey 
• Tom Leesman
• Ken Smith 

SOCIAL MINISTRY
• Vacant

WORSHIP ARTS 
• Dawn Zeigler, 
chair

• Denise Carl
• Karen Wolfe
• Shawn Wolfe 
 
WORSHIP TECH

• Anita Carl
• Dan Eads
• Charlene O’Connell

CONG. LIFE
• Denise Norman, 
chair

• Lois Anderson-
Rowzee

• Michelle Gawlik
• Nancy Rasmussen
• Pat Redfield
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SJLC Activities ~ Dec. ’22
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

1
7:00-Al-Anon

2 3

4
FISH collection
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Landon M.
Assistant: Jeff Fisher

5 6
4:15-Exec mtg

7
6:00-Worship

8
7:00-Al-Anon

9 10
9:30-Prayer Shawl 

Coffee Hour

11
9:30-Worship 
Acolyte: Blake L.
Assistant: Shawn 

Wolfe

12
6:00-Finance 

Committee mtg

13
6:00-Council mtg

14
6:00-Worship

15
2:30-Allure of Sterling 

communion
3:30-Citadel 

communion
7:00-Al-Anon

16
4:30-Youth 

Fundraiser order 
pickup at St. John's

17

18
9:30-Worship
Acolyte: Sarah D.
Assistant: Mike 

Doughty

19
Newsletter due

20 21
1:30-Parkway 

communion
2:30-Heritage Woods 

communion
3:30-Morningside 

communion
6:00-Worship

22
7:00-Al-Anon

23 24
3:00-Barn Service
6:00-Candlelight 

Service

25
9:30- Christmas 

Worship
Acolyte: Jocelyn P.
Assistant: Teri 

Holldorf

26 27
6:30-NAMI group

28
9:00-Newsletter 

assembly
6:00-Worship

29
7:00-Al-Anon

30 31

December Open/Close: 
Dave Geil

POINSETTIAS ARE WANTED  to decorate St. John's Chancel 
for Christmas. You can order on the group order or purchase your own. If you 
purchase your own please bring to the church no earlier than December 
22nd and place a tag with your name on it. All poinsettias should be RED. 
Plants can be picked up after the 6pm worship Christmas Eve. Payment should 
accompany the form. Make checks payable to St. John's Lutheran Church. 
Deadline to turn in form & payment is December 18th.

I/we want to order the following plant(s):

_________ (#) Poinsettias at $12 per plant _________ Will purchase own and bring to church on Dec. 22
All poinsettias should be red. Please return this slip whether you purchase through the church or on your own.

BULLETIN INFORMATION
From       In memory of (deceased person(s))

__________________________________________ _______________________________________________

In honor of (living person(s) or special occasion) As a gift:

__________________________________________ _______________________________________________
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The Messenger is a monthly publication 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church, a church 
of the Northern Illinois Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Join us for worship at 9:30am Sundays 
and 6:00pm Wednesdays. 

If you would prefer to receive The 
Messenger via email, contact the church 
office at office@stjohnsonthird.org.

3 PM - Barn Service at
Copper Bit Ranch
29145 Pilgrim Rd
Sterling, IL 61081

Parking at Wahl Clipper
3001 Locust St

Sterling, IL 61081
Buses will start 

transportation to 
the Barn at 2 PM

6 PM - Candlelight Service 
at St. John's

703 Third Ave
Sterling, IL 61081


